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Inter-faith Statement on the Victims of Da’esh

We, religious leaders from communities across Iraq, underline our common commitment to
support survivors of crimes committed by Da’esh and ensure their effective reintegration into
our respective communities, thereby strengthening the basis for healing and reconciliation in

Irag.

Upon this meeting, held under the auspices of the United Nations Special Adviser and Head
of the United Nations Investigative Team to promote accountability for crimes committed by
Da’esh / Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (UNITAD), Mr. Karim Asad Ahmad Khan Q.C,
and United Nations Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide, Mr. Adama Dieng, we:

Condemn the violence of Da’esh as contrary to the core principles of our religious
faiths as well as the fundamental values of humanity;

Underline that members of all religions across Iraq have been impacted by the crimes
of Da’esh and that all survivors must be supported in their efforts to continue their
lives within their communities;

Note that the crimes of Da’esh also gave rise to acts of heroism in which members of
our respective communities rose up in defence of those from different religious and
ethnic backgrounds;

Recognize the tremendous suffering endured by those members of our communities
that have been victims of crimes of sexual and gender-based violence and underline
our commitment to ensuring that survivors of such crimes are fully supported and do
not suffer from any form of stigmatization;

Emphasize that all children impacted by the crimes of Da’esh, are innocent children of
God. We underline that, whatever pain these children have suffered, they are blameless
and should benefit from love and kindness. We further recognize the suffering of those
communities whose children were abducted by Da’esh and call for all those taken to
be returned to their rightful families;

Recognize that justice will only be delivered for victims of Da’esh by ensuring that
individual members of Da’esh are held responsible for their crimes, as well as ensuring
the return of displaced persons who were forced to flee as a result of the crimes of
Da’esh and in this regard underline our strong collective support for the work of the
United Nations Investigative Team to promote accountability for crimes committed by
Da’esh, pursuant to United Nations Security Council resolution 2379 (2017);

Underline that the exposure of Da’esh crimes in a court of law is essential, as well as
investigating the cases of disappeared persons and those abducted by Da’esh, not only
as a means of delivering justice for its victims, but also as a tool in promoting
understanding of the severity and scale of its violence and thereby preventing future
revisionism;
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e Underline our common commitment and our collective stamina in efforts to promote
justice, tolerance, reconciliation and forgiveness as the most effective way of
combating the legacy of Da’esh crimes in Iraq and a key step in preventing the
reemergence of the causes that might lead to the recurrence of Da’esh or other similar
groups.
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